Localization of tissue copper in mouse mammary tumors.
The purpose of this study was to determine the copper deposition and localization during the evolution of two murine mammary adenocarcinomas. In the normal tissue, the copper was located within the cytoplasm, whereas it was intra- and perinuclear in the tumors. The more angiogenic and metastatic tumor showed the higher percentage of copper-positive cells. In the tumor, copper deposits correlated well with its angiogenic and metastatic ability, but additional factors would be required for the process to be induced.